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Executive Summary 
 
The Australian Technologies Competition Growth Masterclass took place over two 
days at the Sydney Startup Hub (25-26 July 2019) in support of this year’s 33 ATC 
Semi Finalists. 

The Masterclass was attended by 147 guests, comprising the ATC semi finalists, 
mentors, judges, guest panellists and chairs, state and federal government 
stakeholders, sponsors, incubators, accelerators and other key members of the 
innovation ecosystem. 

Structured as a two-day intensive workshop, the purpose of the Masterclass is to 
provide: 

• Guidance on practical aspects of building a successful growth business (e.g. 
intellectual property, sources of financing, overseas expansion, staffing and 
leadership)  

• Exposure to leading entrepreneurs and practitioners in these areas (via panel 
sessions and networking time with such) 

• Connections with fellow technology SMEs at a similar stage of their life cycle, 
creating a sense of community and shared experience 

• Networking opportunities with other important stakeholders (government, 
industry growth centres, incubators, accelerators, high net worth individuals, 
commercialisation advisers) 

• An introduction to government support initiatives and programs at both a 
state and federal level. (e.g. Accelerating Commercialisation, Industry Growth 
Centres, Co-working spaces, Landing Pads etc.) 

 
In the survey completed by 30 ATC semi finalist participants, the 2019 Growth 
Masterclass was given an average rating of 9.03 out of 10.  Examples of their 
qualitative feedback are provided in this report. 
 
Through consolidation of the survey results, anecdotal feedback and other 
suggestions from participants and sponsors, ITV will continue to refine the Australian 
Technologies Competition Masterclass program, to deliver the best possible 
acceleration of high potential Australian technology SMEs and scaleups. 
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2019 Growth Masterclass at a Glance 

 
Sponsor: Department of Industry, Innovation & Science (DIIS) 

Organiser: Impact Technology Ventures (ITV) 
Dates: Thursday 25 July – Friday 26 July 2019  
Venue: Level 1, Sydney Startup Hub 
Event Description: The Australian Technologies Competition Growth 

Masterclass is a two-day intensive workshop to 
provide free business advice and network 
introductions as well as tools, resources and 
coaching to help 2019 ATC Semi Finalists grow, 
commercialise and succeed.   (From 206 entries 
across ten award categories, 33 semi finalists were 
shortlisted by the ATC Judges, the majority of whom 
attended the Growth Masterclass.) 

Masterclass Event Program ATTACHMENT 1 >> (Click to download) 
Masterclass Guest List  
 

ATTACHMENT 2 >> Click to download 
(includes Semi Finalists, Panellists, Chairs, 
Government Representatives, Networking guests, 
Sponsors, Organisers) 

Masterclass Survey Results ATTACHMENT 3 (Click to Download) 
Masterclass Testimonials ATTACHMENT 4 (Page 5) 
Masterclass Image Gallery Click to view 
Recommendations for 
improved outcomes at 
future workshops: 

• Include activity session where semi finalists 
road-test their elevator pitch and value 
proposition with peers 

• Start time on both days 0900 
• Semi Finalists redeliver their elevator pitch 

and value proposition after pitching session 
with James O’Loghlin 

Contact: Patrick Mooney, Chairman, ITV 
+61 418 782 361   
patrick.mooney@impacttech.asia  
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ATTACHMENT 1 – Masterclass Event Program 
Click to download:  
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/cf5777_b41d95692cc24a988bb5b6df77929173.pdf 
 

ATTACHMENT 2 – Masterclass Attendee List 
Click to view: 
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/cf5777_d739af9b53d04cad85534bd6180eab06.pdf 
 

ATTACHMENT 3 – Masterclass Survey Results 
Sample Size: A total of 30 Respondents (all ATC Semi Finalists) 

Click to view: 
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/cf5777_b7ebf70a8d7344b696068dd5d75b3254.pdf 
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ATTACHMENT 4 – Testimonials 
“I think the masterclass was extremely insightful for a broad range of company 
considerations which really helped me assess and validate the alignment of initiatives 
across the board.” - Amanda Ramos, PAM 

“Enjoyed the sharing of issues and successes amongst the cohort of startups. The 
panel discussions were interesting and well experienced.” - Brad Bergmann, Navi 
Medical Technologies 

“The organisation, the content, the split between talks and the food/drink allowed us 
to mix with the other entrants was excellent.” - Chris De Graaf, Ybern 

“Great discussions and people attending. Really liked the regular breaks and 
opportunities to network. Wonderful that all material is available from start of the 
Masterclass via dropbox.” - Emelie Gustavsson, CancerAid 

“I am trained as a scientist and have never had any entrepreneurial training. This was 
gold!” - Ken Cunliffe, AgEtal 

“I thought the quality of the speakers and variety was excellent, they were very open 
and gave practical advice. I think the framework for the 2 days works very well, its a 
lot to take in depending on where you are on your company journey. Its great to 
merge numerous start ups.” - Malcolm Dungey, PAM 

“The range of panellists was great, and good to see a good female/male split.” - 
Merran Morton, MyPass Global 

“A great workshop. Well worthwhile attending and fascinating to hear so many 
accomplished speakers so generously share their war stories. My only comment 
would be that I guess because our company is a bit further along the journey I was 
most interested in the latter part of the implementation phase once the 
technology/product/service has hit the market and the agenda was more oriented 
towards startups.” - Peter Murphy, OPEC Systems 

“The whole thing was so well organised, right down to the level of info provided in 
the leadup, the handouts with everyone's photos and linked profiles and the overall 
speakers. I found the panel approach was really interesting and kept me engaged 
over two packed days. The diversity of speakers (not just gender but age, 
background, sectors, view) was one of the best I've seen.” - Sarah Cummings, Teach 
Ted 

“Masterclass was great, was beneficial to get all that information and also network 
with other companies in similar situations, and some companies which are now 
looking to come onboard as clients of ours.” - Shane Ballingal, Protective 
Innovations 
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